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The BCHR Network is pleased to present the BCHR Update 
Newsletter, which provides a host of insights into the work of the 
network and its members. The main purpose of this newsletter 
is to a) share information about the work of the network and its 
members to a wider audience, and b) to strengthen co-operation 
and co-ordination between the network members themselves 
and with other interested parties.   

• Click  here  to learn more about the BCHR Network.

• Click  here  for a complete list of the BCHR Network members

The BCHR Network

http://www.networkbchr.org/
http://www.networkbchr.org/#!join-the-network/c24vq
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Network Announcements

We are pleased to announce a new section in our newsletter aimed at 
describing the aims and activities of our member organisations. The 
newsletter is delighted to showcase its  work in the new “Members in 
Focus” section.
Interested organisations are requested to send us a brief summary of 
their aims and activities together with the link to any public material 
available related to the network fields of work. 
To contribute to this section, please contact us at: 
maria.prandi@networkbchr.org

• Register here to become a member of the network.
• Click here to know more about the network.

mailto:maria.prandi%40networkbchr.org?subject=BCHR%20Newsletter
http://www.networkbchr.org/#!join-the-network/c24vq
http://www.networkbchr.org/#!the-network/cqn6
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Network Announcements Other announcements

A. PUBLIC CONSULTATIONS, CALL FOR PAPERS.
• Call for Comments: “What Would You Put in a Treaty on Human Rights & 
Business?”
Deadline: 31 May 2016
During May SCR-Net and “Federación Internacional de Derechos Humanos” are encouraging Civil Society 
Organizations and academics to provide comment on the following briefs: Direct corporate obligations, 
extraterritorial obligations, parent company liability, participatory rights, remedial mechanisms, right to 
effective remedies, rights of Indigenous People and scope of the treaty. Each brief contains options for how 
a treaty might address key issues in different ways. 

Learn more

B. EVENTS, WORKSHOPS AND COURSES
• Modern Slavery Act: Is Your Business Ready?
Date: 14 June and 12 September 2016
Place: London
Organized by: Ethical Trade
This course provided by Ethical Trade covers: due diligence, remediation, how to make a modern slavery 
statement and the understanding of modern slavery, trafficking and exploitation.

Learn more

• Doing Business Differently for Children
Date: 06 of June 2016
Place: DLA Piper, 3 Noble Street, London, EC2V 7EE
Organized by: UN Global Compact Network UK & UNICEF UK
To mark the 5th anniversary of the UNGPs on Business and Human Rights, the United Nations Global Compact 
UK and UNICEF UK  are hosting a seminar session that looks at private sector progress over the last 5 years 
to embrace human and child rights due diligence across their operations and value chains. This seminar will 
profile best practice and look forward to the next 5 years as more businesses address their human and child 
rights impacts against the backdrop of the Sustainable Development Goals.

Learn more

http://tinyurl.com/gsuvnq9
http://tinyurl.com/zroa389
http://tinyurl.com/zd25ec3
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• No Sustainability, No Real Profits: Human Rights as a Lever of Growth 
Date: 07 June 2016
Place: Rome, Italy
Organized by: International Chamber of Commerce (ICC)
Given the growing strategic importance of the Sustainable Development Goals and the UNGP Principles on 
Business and Human Rights, ICC Italy is organizing a high level one day deep dive, gathering experts and 
key stakeholders from public and private sector to share the state of art and to explore all the strategic and 
practical implications for the different industries.

Learn more

• 2016 Global Forum on Responsible Business Conduct
Date: 08-09 June 2016
Place: OECD, 2 rue André Pascal, 75016 Paris, France
Organized by: OECD
The forum will bring together the international community engaged in promoting responsible business conduct 
to debate: Making an impact through responsible business, addressing severe human rights impacts in global 
supply chains, taxation and responsible business conduct, better business performance through responsible 
business conduct, taking stock of National Contact Point activities, multi-stakeholder initiatives and responsible 
business conduct amongst others.

Learn more

C. NEW LIBRARY RESOURCES

• FIDH Updates Guide On Accountability & Redress Mechanisms for Victims 
of Corporate Abuse
Author: FIDH
With this Guide, FIDH seeks to provide a practical tool for victims and their 
representatives, NGOs and other civil society groups, including unions, social 
movements, and activists, to seek justice and obtain reparation for victims of human 
rights abuses involving multinational corporations.

Learn more
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http://tinyurl.com/jr56qnp
http://tinyurl.com/zce4ht5
http://tinyurl.com/jh4qyq6
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• Improving Accountability and Access to Remedy for Victims of Business-
Related Human Rights Abuse - Report Of The United Nations High 
Commissioner for Human Rights
Author: United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights
The report sets out guidance to improve accountability and access to remedy for victims of business-related 
human rights abuses, following the Accountability and Remedy Project of the Office of the United Nations 
High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) and in response to the request by the Human Rights Council 
in its resolution 26/22.

Learn more

• Should I Stay or Should I Go? Exploring the Role of Disengagement In 
Human Rights Due Diligence
Author: J. Wilde Ramsing, M. van Huijstee, L.C. de Leeuw
The publication brought by SOMO aims to provide some guidance to companies when 
their efforts to engage with business partners and use their leverage to prevent, 
mitigate and remediate adverse impacts fail. At this point, companies must answer 
the difficult question Should I stay or should I go?.

Learn more

• Cobalt Blues
Authors: E. de Haan, F. Scheele, Vincent Kiezebrink
This research reveals new evidence of human rights violations and environmental 
negligence and argues that abuses caused by Katangas industrial mining industry are 
not only serious, but also structural.

Learn more

• Responsible Mining: Gold
Authors: E. de Haan
In this factsheet the problems around gold mining are briefly explained. Furthermore 
the responsibility of the companies in the supply chain for these problems is mentioned 
and also the role of local and international problems is discussed. 

Learn more
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http://tinyurl.com/j5zobg6
http://tinyurl.com/h3xqx3c
http://tinyurl.com/jvbcytm
http://tinyurl.com/gry5afj
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• Business and Human Rights: A Five-Step Guide for 
Company Boards
Authors: Equality and Human Rights Commission
Businesses impact on people’s human rights in many different ways – both positively 
and negatively. This guide set out the simple steps board directors need to follow 
to ensure their companies fulfil their human rights responsibilities. The guide also 
provides advice on how business can meet the UNGP on Business and Human Rights.

Learn more

• Why Conflict Sensitivity Matters for Business and Human 
Rights 
Authors: International Alert
In this paper, International Alert explores how the principles of conflict sensitivity 
can enhance and provide additional considerations for companies conducting human 
rights due diligence (HRDD) in conflict-affected settings (CAS). 

Learn more

• African Dams, Rivers and Rights: A Guide for Communities to Be Impacted 
by the Inga 3 Dam
Author: International Rivers
This guide is intended for the communities who risk being displaced, whether 
physically (losing access to land or home) or economically (losing assets or access to 
resources for income and livelihood) by the construction and operation of the Inga 3 
Dam project. Additionally, the guide provides a summary of an industry best practice 
standard for resettlement: The World Bank Group International Finance Corporation 
(IFC) Performance Standard 5 (PS5).

Learn more
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http://tinyurl.com/jax6xgg
http://tinyurl.com/z6t4bvx
http://tinyurl.com/gtcqc4x
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International News  

BCHR Newsletter N 11 May 2016

• Mining Stakeholders in Africa Set to Have a Common Law
Date: 26 April 2016
Source: Daily Nation
The law will solve issues affecting people living in areas endowed with minerals. The push by various 
mining stakeholders in Africa to have a common mining law is set to be achieved as a model mining law 
and it would be launched in Kenya this week. Among the principles in the law are setting procedure of 
acquisition of land and resettlement of people whenever minerals are discovered in their ancestral land. 

Learn more

• Berta Cáceres Murder: Four Men Arrested Over Honduran Activist’s 
Death
Source: The Guardian
Date: 2 May 2016
Honduras officials report arrests of two people linked to company building hydroelectric dam which 
Cáceres had fought. Sergio Ramón Rodriguez, an engineer for the Agua Zarca dam being built by 
Desarrollos Energéticos SA (DESA), and Douglas Geovanny Bustillo, a retired military officer and 
the former head of DESA’s security detail, were both detained on Monday morning, according to the 
Honduran public prosecutor’s office.

Learn more

• Voith Suspends Deliveries for Agua Zarca 
Date: 05 May 2016
Source: Voith
Due to the violent deaths of Berta Cáceres and Nelson García and the arrest of two of the four suspects 
alleged to be associated with the operator of the hydropower plant Agua Zarca, DESA, in one way or 
another, Voith decided to suspend all deliveries for the project.

Learn more

•From War to Sweatshop for Syria’s Child Refugees 
Date: 06 May 2016
Source: The Guardian
Vast numbers of young Syrians in Turkey and beyond are having to work instead of going to school. 
Research by Hayata Destek suggests that in nearly half of Syrian families in Hatay, a city in southern 
Turkey with a huge Syrian population, the only breadwinner is a child.

Learn more

http://tinyurl.com/jzzy7vv
http://tinyurl.com/zs26omp
http://tinyurl.com/z8rwexq
http://tinyurl.com/zgxaq7g
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• Salt Processors Halt Expansion Plans in Row Over Land Ownership
Date: 22 May 2016
Source: Business Daily
Troubled salt firms in Marereni area of Kilifi County have been ordered to put on hold their expansion 
plans until the National Land Commission (NLC) gives its verdict on the local community’s protest against 
encroachment on surrounding parcels of land.

Learn more

http://tinyurl.com/jjblhwc


BCHR Newsletter N 11 May 2016

11

Blogs and Opinions
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Article by: Francis West
The Global Goals and the Ruggie Principles - Squaring the Circle on Private Sector 
Engagement
There are two maxims -that core business operations must be harnessed and that Government has a critical 
role in setting an appropriate enabling environment- that remain central to the most effective private 
sector engagement on human rights and international development challenges: (i) Harness the scale and 
sustainability of core business operations rather than discrete Corporate Social Responsibility projects and 
(ii) Government needs to lead by example and practice what they preach on responsible supply chains. 
These maxims will be discussed by the author of the article.

Learn more

Article by: Nadia Bernaz
The Developing Notion of Corporate Criminal Liability Under International Law: A 
presentation at Copenhagen Business School
The article tackles the developing notion of corporate criminal liability under international law by settling 
the scene with 3 main points: (i) There is no current way to hold corporations liable for human rights 
violations, (ii) The UNGP on Business and Human Rights set a social expectation to respect human rights and 
(iii) The International Criminal Court doesn’t have jurisdiction over corporations, but only over individuals.

Learn more

http://tinyurl.com/jjrhk6n
http://rightsasusual.com/?p=1051
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The Network brings together researchers, practitioners and NGO members from various fields with the 
aim of researching and analysing the role of business in conflict situations reducing the human and 
people’s rights violations and any other negative social and environmental impact as well as other adverse 
consequences. It also looks at the potential role of companies in relation to peace building. 

The Network reflects upon the causes, dynamics and consequences of business involvement in armed 
conflicts and systematic state repression, as well as upon existing or potential responses to such 
involvements in light of the responsibilities of all concerned actors and ongoing international and local 
efforts to develop and apply appropriate initiatives and guidelines. 

Visit: http://www.networkbchr.org/

About our Network

BCHR Newsletter N 11 May 2016
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Sharing and posting materials
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We very much welcome your comments and suggestions for how the BCHR newsletter can better 
serve the network’s needs and interests as well as those of its members. We kindly invite you to 
share this newsletter with academics, NGO and practitioners that might be interested in its content.

If you are interested in contributing to future editions of the newsletter, please do not hesitate to 
contact us at maria.prandi@networkbchr.org. 


