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We are pleased to present the first BCHR Newsletter. It is 
aimed at providing a host of insights into the work of the 
Network on Business, Conflict and Human Rights (BCHR 
Network) and its members. 
The main purpose of this newsletter is to a) share information 
about the work of the network and its members; and, b) to 
strengthen co-operation and co-ordination between the network 
members themselves and with other interested parties. 

• Click  here  to learn more about the BCHR Network.

If you wish to receive this monthly newsletter, please 
subscribe  here . Please notice, that if you do not subscribe, 
we will not be sending you this newsletter again.
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Network Announcements

A founding annual meeting will take place in 
Geneva on the 19th of November 2015 to discuss 
about the aim and structure of the Network.  You 
are kindly invited to take part in this international 
conference that will gather a wide range of 
academics, practitioners and NGO on a worldwide 
scale. We would be delighted to have you on board!

SAVE THE DATE: Launch of the Network on Business, 
Conflict and Human rights

Current research from a number of disciplines and perspectives increasingly 
examines how companies from various sectors have played significant roles in 
armed conflicts and systematic state repression of human rights around the world. 
There is nonetheless a lack of transdisciplinary research projects that are able to 
embrace the complexity of the connections between range of actors involved and 
the dynamics of such conflict and repression. 

Research projects at the intersection of different disciplines are needed to better 
understand the different possible forms of business implication in settings of 
conflict and systematic repression, each actor’s range of involvement and the 
factors that positively or negatively influence prevention and accountability 
efforts. Such projects are also an appropriate vehicle for informing the emergence 
of interconnected economic, legal and policy frameworks that allow for more 
comprehensive responses and solutions.

The Network will bring together academics, researchers, practitioners and NGO 
representatives from various fields with the aim of researching and analysing the 
role of business in conflict situations to reduce the human and people’s rights 
violations and any other negative social and environmental impact as well as other 
adverse consequences.

Register here to attend the Geneva meeting. 
Register here to become a member of the network.
Click here to know more about the network.

BCHR Newsletter N 1 July 2015
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Other announcements

BCHR Newsletter N 1 July 2015

A. PUBLIC CONSULTATIONS AND CALL FOR CONTRIBUTIONS        

•Global Online Consultation: Provide input to the Accountability and 
Remedy Project - by 1 August 2015.

Ensuring access to effective remedy for those impacted by business-related human rights abuses 
is one of the three pillars of the United Nations Guiding Principles on Business and Human Rights, 
endorsed by the United Nations Human Rights Council in June 2011. Yet much work remains to make 
access to remedy a reality.

OHCHR is inviting all stakeholders to provide input to the Accountability and Remedy Project via a global 
online consultation. The consultation will be open until 1 August and the questionnaire is available in 
English, French and Spanish. Find out more on the Consultations and Event Page. Learn more 

For questions or comments relating to the Accountability and Remedy Project, please contact Ms. Ragnhild 
Handagard at business-access2remedy@ohchr.org.

Learn more

B. EVENTS, WORKSHOPS AND COURSES

• Endangered: Human Rights & Natural Resources in the Americas
Date: 28 July 2015
The Inter-American Commission of Human Rights, the World Movement for Democracy and the Due Process 
of Law Foundation invites you to presentation of the last UN Special Rapporteur, Freedom of Peaceful 
Assembly and Association report on “ENDANGERED: Human Rights & Natural Resources in the Americas”.

Learn more

• AIAG’s Conflict Minerals Industry Briefing IV: A Business Case for Reporting 
Date: 4 August 2015
Place: Southfield, MI Automotive Industry Action Group (AIAG)
Enough Project staff Annie Callaway and Sasha Lezhnev will join the Automotive Industry Action Group 
(AIAG) for a briefing that will seek to provide insights on key conflict minerals issues affecting companies. 
This three-hour event will provide a greater understanding of the situations that drive the automotive 
industry’s approaches for conducting conflict minerals reporting requirements.

Learn more

• From Rhetoric to Action: Scaling Up Community and Indigenous Land 
and Resource Rights 
Date: 30 September - 1 October
Place: Kursaal Bern, Kornhausstrasse 3, 3013 Bern, Switzerland
The Bern Conference is premised on the realization that time has come to move from advocacy and 
awareness raising to actual implementation. As recent international commitments and pledges 
have shown, including those made in the New York Declaration on Forests in September 2014, the 
importance of secure land and resource tenure rights is increasingly a mainstream concern and a 
global development priority

Registration and questions here
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C. NEW LIBRARY RESOURCES

•Governance, Natural Resources, and Post-Conflict Peacebuilding (Routledge)  
Editors: Carl Bruch, Carroll Muffett, Sandra S. Nichols.                             
Foreword: Óscar Arias Sánchez. (2015).
Negotiating peace agreements, implementing humanitarian assistance, and 
developing legal frameworks are a few of the key issues involved in post-conflict 
natural resource management. What, in fact, is good governance? Contributing 
authors respond by assessing how governance should best address the cultural, 
social, economic, and political dimensions of post-conflict environments.

Learn more 

   

• Toolkit for addressing security & human rights challenges in complex 
environments. 
Author: Geneva Centre for the Democratic Control of Armed Forces (DCAF) & Intl. Committee of the Red 
Cross (ICRC).
Date: 6 July 2015
The Geneva Centre for the Democratic Control of Armed Forces (DCAF) and the International Committee 
of the Red Cross (ICRC) have published the second edition of the Addressing 
security and human rights challenges in complex environments Toolkit. The 
Toolkit is a guidance document structured around real-life security and human 
rights challenges faced by companies operating in complex environments. 
This Toolkit may be freely used and shared for educational and other non-
commercial purposes, provided that the DCAF-ICRC Toolkit is acknowledged as 
the source.
The Toolkit has the form of an overall guidance document with references to a 
selection of the most relevant existing resources and tools. Based on the priorities 
identified by the project team through consultations with key stakeholders, the 
project has initially focused on developing three chapters of the Toolkit: 1) Working with host governments; 2) 
Working with public security forces; and, 3) Working with private security providers. A final chapter 4) Working 
with communities is currently being developed. The Toolkit is structured around challenges related to the 
issues of working with host governments, public security forces and private security providers. These 
challenges have been identified through desk and field research, and a review process. Good practices and 
recommendations are provided on how to address these challenges building on what the VPs, the IGTs, the 
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UN Guiding Principles on Business and Human Rights and security sector reform good practice specifically 
say on those issues. 

Learn more
 

• Gender and SSR: Training Manual for Community 
Women in Sierra Leone 
This Training Manual for Community Women in Sierra Leone aims to strengthen 
community women’s engagement and ability to influence national and 
community-level security decisions. Based on training workshops organized 
jointly by DCAF, the International Organization for Migration (IOM) and the Sierra 
Leone Ministry of Social Welfare, Gender and Children’s Affairs (MSWGCA) in 
different regions of Sierra Leone, it is an essential resource for those working 
to promote community women’s participation in security sector governance in 
Sierra Leone and West Africa. 

Learn more

• The role of the private sector in improving public security and access 
to justice. 
This report looks into the role the private sector can play in improving public security and access to justice 
in Pakistan. The provision of security and access to justice are universally regarded as essential public 
services, and basic prerequisites for promoting good governance and ensuring a peaceful society, which in 
turn are essential for sustained social and economic development (April 2015).                      Learn more 
 

• Mercados ilegales y violencia armada 
Contemporary international relations have undergone profound changes related to the historical rise 
of transnational organized crime and the disruption of traditional patterns of 
international armed conflict. The goal of this work is to explore these links and 
contribute to a better understanding of the complex confluence of both. From 
a theoretical analysis that seeks to explain this complexity, a number of case 
studies illustrate these connections systematically in various countries and 
regions, including Afghanistan, Mexico, Colombia, Somalia, Central Africa, the 
Sahel and the Balkans. In all these scenarios the confluence of armed violence 
and illegal markets (drug trafficking, arms trade, piracy, trade in minerals, etc.,) 
presents variables that require a specific analysis.                                                                                                                                       

      Learn more 
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• Exporting Impunity
Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) is home to vast swathes of the world’s second largest rainforest. A 
critical resource on which the livelihoods of millions depend, it is also a habitat for countless species, 
and of crucial importance to the global climate. One of the major threats facing this forest comes from 
illegal and uncontrolled logging, which sometimes been associated with alleged human rights abuses 
against local populations. This report shows that illegalities are rife across DRC’s logging sector and that 
government oversight of logging operations is almost non-existent. Laws introduced in the EU and US to 
reduce demand for illegal timber are so far having little impact but European and US company executives 
could face fines and even jail time for trading with Congolese logging companies accused of systematic 
illegal logging and social and environmental abuses. (June 2015).                                              Learn more 
                

• Livelihoods, Natural Resources, and Post-Conflict 
Peacebuilding
Editors: Helen Young and Lisa Goldman
Foreword: Jan Egeland - Date: April 2015
In developing countries around the world, local natural resources – such as 
charcoal, wildlife, and fisheries – have strong microeconomic and cultural 
importance. So vital to traditional livelihoods, these resources are unfortunately 
not exempt from the brutal effects of conflict. Contributing authors discuss 
strategies in managing these resources and supporting livelihoods in post-
conflict environments.                                                                          Learn more

• Natural Resources and Conflict A Guide for Mediation Practitioners
Date: 2015
This guide collects and summarizes good practices on the successful mediation of resource conflicts. It 
draws on the field experiences of mediators and mediation experts, specifically those with natural resource 
expertise. It also features lessons learned from UNEP’s work on environmental diplomacy in different 
conflict-affected countries, with a particular focus on how to use impartial technical knowledge to equalize 
stakeholder information in a mediation process.
This foundational knowledge was supplemented with the experience and insights of over thirty mediators 
who participated in an expert meeting in New York to share their own good practices and lessons learned 
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on mediating natural resource conflicts. The workshop provided an invaluable opportunity to develop and 
refine the ideas in this guide, and the development team is grateful for the active and generous engagement 
of all participants. The guide was also subject to external peer review, which greatly enhanced the quality 
and clarity of the content.                                                                                     

                        Learn more

• TCO Certified Smartphones versus Fairphone
Date: July 2015
The aim of this report is to help socially conscious public procurers and consumers in Europe to make an 
informed buying decision when buying a ‘fair’ smartphone. SOMO has investigated both these initiatives 
– the ‘TCO Certification for Smartphones’ and the ‘Fairphone – by reviewing the underlying sustainability 
criteria. SOMO analysed whether both initiatives are currently offering a smartphone that is more 
sustainable than the average smartphone on the market.                                                           Learn more 

• Liberia Back in Business?
Date: June 2015
This paper aims to highlight the human rights concerns when businesses operate in 
a conflict-affected area like Liberia. It provides a background to the Liberian context 
and identifies major human rights and conflict risks.

Learn more 

• Independent report: Dutch and German development banks failed to 
comply with environmental and human rights standards in financing the 
Barro Blanco dam in Panama
Date: June 2015
A long-awaited report by an independent panel, found that FMO and DEG, the Dutch and German 
development banks, violated their own policies by failing to adequately assess the risks to indigenous 
rights and the environment before approving a US$50 million loan to GENISA, the developer of the Barro 
Blanco hydroelectric project in Panama.                      

                                                                      Learn more 
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• Ghana: Child Labor Taints Gold Supply Chain. 
Date: June 2015.
International gold refiners who use gold from Ghana may be benefitting from hazardous child labor in unlicensed 
mines, Human Rights Watch said in a report. The refiners should take immediate steps to eliminate child labor in 
their supply chains.

Learn more 

• Report highlights the business case for engaging extractive companies on 
human rights
Date: July 2015
This report looks at the business case for engaging extractive companies on human rights. It outlines the need 
for collaborative engagement, and for using the UN Guiding Principles on Business and Human Rights as a core 
reference framework. Based on the findings of two investor-company roundtables, and research into the disclosure 
of 50 extractive companies, the report suggests six areas for engagement, each of which include engagement 
questions, case studies and further resources. 

Learn more 

• Myanmar Centre for Responsible Business launches 2nd Transparency in 
Myanmar Enterprises report
http://www.myanmar-responsiblebusiness.org/

This study compares the websites of 100 of the largest Myanmar companies and scores them on what they 
say on their corporate governance and business practices, particularly concerning anti-corruption, organizational 
transparency, and human rights, health, safety and the environment (HSE). This year for the first time, the report 
makes recommendations about increasing company transparency, which are not just directed at Myanmar 
companies, but also to the Government and the 2016 Parliament (particularly concerning the revisions to the 
Myanmar Companies Act and Myanmar Investment Law), institutional investors, civil society and the media.

Learn more 

International News  

• Ecopetrol pipeline bombing spills more oil into Colombian river
Date: 22nd of June 2015
Crude oil has spilled into another Colombian river. State-run oil company Ecopetrol in the latest victim of a 
slew of bomb attacks on the company’s pipelines that the army has blamed on leftist rebel groups.

Learn more 

• Swiss law banning private, military & security companies from 
engaging in combat operations abroad to go into force 1 Sep 2015. 
Date: 25th of June 2015
The 25th of June of 2015, the Swiss government published a detailed decree relating to the Swiss law on 
Private Security Providers and announced its entry into force on 1st of September 2015.  The decree allows 
the Government to prohibit further activities of a company if it has been engaged in serious human rights 
violations, employs untrained personnel or does not follow the ICoC.

Learn more 

• Ongoing conflict stifles South Sudan’s oil sector 
Date:  7th of July 2015
According to Jonathan Markham, GlobalData’s Analyst covering upstream oil and gas, continued armed 
fighting, trade disputes and low oil prices are negatively impacting South Sudan’s oil industry. As a result, 
asset holders are reducing investments and potential investors being deterred by instability in the region.

Learn more 

BCHR Newsletter N 1 July 2015
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• Myanmar: Asian Highway project undermines peace in Karen State - 
statement by local NGOs. 
Date: 13th of July 2015.
Outbreak of heavy fighting along the newly completed highway from Myawaddy to Kawkareik demonstrates 
how large-scale development, when implemented before a permanent ceasefire and political agreement, 
exacerbates conflict, undermines the peace process, and jeopardizes the safety of civilians. 

Learn more 

• Reflections on the first round of negotiations on a binding instrument 
on business and human rights
Date: 14 July, 2015
The intergovernmental working group was mandated “to elaborate an international legally binding 
instrument on transnational corporations and other business enterprises with respect to human rights.”From 
6-10 July, the first session of discussions took place within the United Nations Intergovernmental Working 
Group (IGWG) towards a treaty on human rights and transnational corporations and other business 
enterprises. Civil society organizations (CSOs) from all over the world contributed with a wealth of 
proposals and thorough analyses of the urgent need for an international, legally binding instrument to 
prevent business-related human rights abuses and to provide justice and remedy for affected people.

Learn more 

• Indonesian villagers’ Alien Tort lawsuit against ExxonMobil may 
proceed in US court
Date: 16th of July 2015
www.100r.org
In a ruling that may shape how US courts are used for international corporate accountability, a judge in 
Washington allowed a group of Indonesian villagers to persist in their claims of human rights abuses 
against the Texas oil giant Exxon Mobil Corp.

Learn more 

• Israel: Court denies equal work conditions for Palestinians in West Bank
Date: 20th of  July 2015
The National Labor Court on Sunday denied three Palestinians who work in a factory in the Nitzanei Shalom 
industrial area near Tulkarm equal work conditions to Israelis in a ruling that may have implications for 
both Israeli-Palestinian work relations and the diplomatic process. 

Learn more 

• Protesters decry ‘land grabbing’
Date: 21st of July 2015
About 300 protesters from Svay Rieng and Preah Sihanouk provinces marched to parliament to file petitions 
urging the local authorities to intervene to resolve ongoing land disputes in their homelands.

Learn more 
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Blogs and Opinions

International Alert: http://www.international-alert.org/blog

Global Witness: https://www.globalwitness.org/blog/new-conflict-minerals-
filings-raise-too-many-questions/

James G. Stewart: http://jamesgstewart.com/

BCHR Newsletter N 1 July 2015

Campaigns

MakeITfair - SOMO:  http://www.somo.nl

MakeITfair was a European project focusing on the electronics industry, especially on consumer 
electronics such as mobile phones and laptops. The aim of the project was to inform young people 
across Europe about labour abuse and environmental problems in the electronics industry and activate 
them to improve the situation. 

Learn more

CONFLICT DIAMONDS - Global Witness: https://www.globalwitness.org

The illicit trade in diamonds has funded brutal wars and human rights abuses for decades. Despite 
significant progress, the problem has not gone away.

Learn more

Image taken from: www.globalwitness.org
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CONFLICT MINERALS - Global Witness: https://www.globalwitness.org

The mineral trade has funded violence and armed conflict for decades. Despite international legislation 
aimed at cleaning up the trade, conflict minerals can still enter global markets and end up in products, 
such as mobile phones, laptops and cars.

Learn more

Nonlethal Security for Peace Campaign - Institute for Economics and 
Peace: http://economicsandpeace.org

The Nonlethal Security for Peace Campaign argues that, in the immediate future at least, some armed 
conflict will continue either within nations or between nations. Our current technology of warfare – lethal 
weaponry – has been useful up to the present in defending against aggression but is now obsolete.

Learn more

BCHR Newsletter N 1 July 2015
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About our Network

The Network will bring together researchers, practitioners and NGO members from various fields with 
the aim of researching and analysing the role of business in conflict situations, reducing the human and 
people’s rights violations and any other negative social and environmental impact, as well as other adverse 
consequences. It will also look at the potential role of companies in relation to peace building. 

The Network will reflect upon the causes, dynamics and consequences of business involvement in armed 
conflicts and systematic state repression. The network will also discuss existing or potential responses 
to such involvements in light of the responsibilities of all concerned actors and ongoing international and 
local efforts to develop and apply appropriate initiatives and guidelines. 

Visit: http://www.networkbchr.org/

BCHR Newsletter N 1 July 2015
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Sharing and posting materials
We very much welcome your comments and suggestions for how the BCHR newsletter can better serve 
the network’s needs and interests as well as those of its members. We kindly invite you to share this 
newsletter with academics, NGO and practitioners that might be interested  in its content.

If you are interested in contributing to future editions of the newsletter, please do not hesitate to contact 
us at maria.prandi@networkbchr.org. 
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1. NETWORK ANNOUNCEMENTS
This chapter is aimed at informing about the latest 
development of the network
a. New members
In this section, the new members of the network will 
be announced. It will include a brief description of 
them.
b. Network members in focus
In every issue, there will be a broad description of a 
chosen member of the network.  We will be happy to 
receive your suggestions.
c. Network Insights and Analysis
This section will provide an overview of the insight 
and analysis produced and published by members of 
the BCHR network on a variety of topics related to the 
network activities and aims.
d. Network activities and requests
This section contains the activities of the network 
members and/or from the network as such.

2. OTHER ANNOUNCEMENTS
Under this chapter, there will be information of 
interest for network members and for third parties 
willing to find relevant material offered by the 
network. The aim is to provide the latest content for 
our readers in order to keep them updated about new 
publication, courses and other resources.
a. Public consultations         
b. Events, workshops and courses
c. New Library Resources

3. INTERNATIONAL NEWS
On a monthly basis, this chapter will provide the most 
recent and relevant news related to the business, 
conflict and human rights field.

4. BLOGS AND OPINIONS 
Under this chapter, blogs and opinions from 
significant academics, NGO and practitioners will be 
posted. 

5. CAMPAIGNS 
The purpose of this chapter is to create awareness 
and to remind  our readers about the actual 
campaigns related to business, conflict and human 
rights issues.

6. ABOUT OUR NETWORK
Brief description of the network.

7. SHARING AND POSTING MATERIALS
In this section we will invite our readers to submit any 
information that might be of interest for the network 
members. If you are interested in contributing to future 
editions of the newsletter, please do not hesitate to 
contact us at maria.prandi@networkbchr.org. 

Index description

Below you can find a proposal of the contents of the newsletter. Please feel free to make comments and/or suggestions to it.


