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The BCHR Network

The BCHR Network is pleased to present the BCHR Update
Newsletter, which provides a host of insights into the work of the
network and its members. The main purpose of this newsletter
is to a) share information about the work of the network and its
members to a wider audience, and b) to strengthen co-operation
and co-ordination between the network members themselves
and with other interested parties.
• Click here to learn more about the BCHR Network.
• Click here for a complete list of the BCHR Network members
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Network Announcements
Dear Network members,
First of all, we would like to wish you a very Happy New Year 2018!
The next edition of the BCHR newsletter will be published by the end of
January. If you are interested in contributing to future editions, please
do not hesitate to contact us at: maria.prandi@networkbchr.org.
Register here to become a member of the network.
Click here to know more about the network.
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Other announcements
A. PUBLIC CONSULTATIONS, CALL FOR PAPERS
• Call For Inputs: UN Working Group on Business & Human Rights Guidance on The Role of Business In Relation to Human Rights Defenders
Deadline: 20 January 2018
UN Working Group on Business & Human Rights issues paper to identify elements of guidance on the role
of business in relation to human rights defenders.
For more information please contact: bhrconsultant@ohchr.org
									

B. EVENTS, WORKSHOPS AND COURSES
• Human Rights Due Diligence
Date: 8 February, 1 March & 20 March (3-day course) 2018
Place: London
Organized by: Ethical Trading Initiative
Built around ETI’s Human Rights Due Diligence Framework, this three-day professional-development
programme is a practical, interactive way to develop the professional skills and knowledge needed to
identify, understand and act on human rights risks.
Learn more
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C. NEW LIBRARY RESOURCES
Image taken from: https://tinyurl.com/ycrlvxue

• Extractives and National Action Plans (NAPs) on Business
and Human Rights
Authors: Due Process of Law Foundation (DPLF) and International Corporate
Accountability Roundtable (ICAR)
This report provides guidance on how human rights issues related to the extractive
sector can be addressed in NAPs on business and human rights, as well as other similar
policies. This guide is intended for use by both States with large amounts of oil, gas, and
mineral wealth and extraction (host States) and States where multinational extractive
companies are domiciled or registered (home States)

• Building Peace Through the Development of the Private
Sector
Authors: David Cortright
This document, explores the economic development and it´s relation with the peace
building along with the role of the private sector in the construction of a sustainable
peace.
Learn more

Image taken from: https://tinyurl.com/y7j94rkh

Learn more
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International News
• Amnesty Wants Shell Probed for Nigerian Abuses in the 1990s
Date: 27 November 2017
Source: Bloomerg
Authorities in Nigeria, the Netherlands and U.K. should investigate Shell’s conduct, especially in the
Ogoni area of the southern delta, the London-based human-rights group said in a report on Tuesday.
Violations linked to Europe’s largest energy company amounted to criminal infractions for which it
should be prosecuted, it said. Shell said the allegations “are without merit.”
Learn more

• Raids, Incarceration and Decimated Indigenous Land Stains Canada’s
Reputation in Guatemala
Date: 06 December 2017
Source: National Observer
According to a 2016 report by York University’s Osgoode Law School, 28 Canadian mining companies
have been tied to at least 44 deaths, 403 injuries and 709 cases of “criminalization” across Latin America
between 2000 and 2015. About a quarter of this violence took place in Guatemala, but the report noted
that Canada’s federal government and industry do not typically disclose such incidents.
Learn more

• Lawsuit by Son of Slain Somali Activist Against Money Transfer Business
is Thrown Out
Date: 08 December 2017
Source: Star Tribune
A federal appeals court has upheld a decision to dismiss a lawsuit claiming a money-transfer firm with
ties to Minnesota was involved in the death of famed Somali activist Saado Ali Warsame. The case, filed
in late 2015, was brought by Warsame’s son, Harbi Hussein, who claimed the firm Dahabshiil was behind
payments to Al-Shabab, a terrorist group whose operatives gunned down Warsame in July 2014.
Learn more
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• Surveillance Firms Spied on Campaign Groups for Big Companies, Leak
Shows
Date: 12 December 2017
Source: The Guardian
British Airways, the Royal Bank of Scotland and Porsche are among five large companies that have been
identified as having paid corporate intelligence firms to monitor political groups that challenged their
businesses, leaked documents reveal.
Learn more

• World Bank to End Financial Support for Oil and Gas Extraction
Date: 12 December 2017
Source: The Guardian
The World Bank will end its financial support for oil and gas extraction within the next two years in response
to the growing threat posed by climate change. In a statement that delighted campaigners opposed to
fossil fuels, the Bank used a conference in Paris to announce that it “will no longer finance upstream oil
and gas” after 2019.									
			
			

								

Learn more

• Could Facebook Be Tried for Human-Rights Abuses?
Date: 20 December 2017
Source: The Atlantic
Nowadays, Facebook has to reckon with its role in passively enabling human-rights abuses. While concerns
about propaganda and misinformation on the platform reached a fever pitch in places like the United
States in the past year, its presence in Myanmar has become the subject of global attention.
				
Learn more
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Blogs and Opinions
Article by: Herbert Smith Freehills LLP

Business and Human Rights: Key 2017 Developments and the Road Ahead
The Business and Human Rights landscape continues to evolve. Over the course of 2017, developments
such as the French Corporate Duty of Vigilance, the Dutch Child Labour Law and the ongoing attention on
the UK Modern Slavery Act have continued the global trend towards increased transparency and higher
standards. This trend looks set to continue into 2018, with the Swiss RBI and the Australian Modern Slavery
Act being just two of the next steps to watch out for.
Learn more

Article by: Christina L. Beharry

United States: International Business and Human Rights Arbitration Proposal Gains
Momentum
Arbitration has been put forward as a potential means of filling a gap left by national courts, although
NGOs have voiced substantial concern about this approach. Other potential advantages of arbitration are
said to include: a speedier form of dispute resolution; a neutral forum; arbitrators chosen by the parties;
procedural flexibility; and globally enforceable awards.
Learn more
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About our Network
The Network brings together researchers, practitioners and NGO members from various fields with the
aim of researching and analysing the role of business in conflict situations reducing the human and
people’s rights violations and any other negative social and environmental impact as well as other adverse
consequences. It also looks at the potential role of companies in relation to peace building.
The Network reflects upon the causes, dynamics and consequences of business involvement in armed
conflicts and systematic state repression, as well as upon existing or potential responses to such
involvements in light of the responsibilities of all concerned actors and ongoing international and local
efforts to develop and apply appropriate initiatives and guidelines.
Visit: http://www.networkbchr.org/
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Sharing and posting materials
We very much welcome your comments and suggestions for how the BCHR newsletter can better serve
the network’s needs and interests as well as those of its members. We kindly invite you to share this
newsletter with academics, NGO and practitioners that might be interested in its content.
If you are interested in contributing to future editions of the newsletter, please do not hesitate to contact
us at maria.prandi@networkbchr.org.
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