Image taken from: https://tinyurl.com/yb39wn6f

BCHR
Newsletter

May 2018
Nº 31

BCHR Newsletter N 31 May 2018

The BCHR Network

The BCHR Network is pleased to present the BCHR Update
Newsletter, which provides a host of insights into the work of the
network and its members. The main purpose of this newsletter
is to a) share information about the work of the network and its
members to a wider audience, and b) to strengthen co-operation
and co-ordination between the network members themselves
and with other interested parties.
• Click here to learn more about the BCHR Network
• Click here for a complete list of the BCHR Network members
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Network Announcements
We are glad to announce our next conference to be held on the 29th of
November in Geneva.
Increasing attention is being paid to the ways in which business interacts
with violence conflict. The exploitation and trade of natural resources in
conflict affected areas, the privatisation of security and the international
arms trade are just three examples of the ways in which business can be
involved in armed conflict.
The Network on Business, Conflict and Human Rights (BCHR) is aimed
at facilitating reflection upon the causes, dynamics and consequences
of business involvement in armed conflict, as well as upon existing
or potential responses to it from a transdisciplinary perspective. The
network seeks to strengthen the ties between researchers working
on these issues from a variety of disciplines, as well as between civil
society organisations and practitioners world-wide.
This seventh international conference will take place in Geneva on the
29th of November 2016. It is based on the six previous conferences
organised by the International Catalan Institute for Peace (ICIP) in
Barcelona, London and Geneva, which gathered a wide range of academics
and NGOs and other practitioners particularly concerned with business,
human rights and conflict.
• Register here to become a member of the network.
• Click here to know more about the network.
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Other announcements
A. EVENTS, WORKSHOPS AND COURSES
• Request for Proposal for hosting the Secretariat for the Voluntary
Principles Association
Deadline: 08 June 2018
The Bid Review Committee, on behalf of the VPA, hereby invites to a formal proposal in order to assist in
suitably qualifying and selecting a Secretariat for the Voluntary Principles Initiative (VPI) and the Voluntary
Principles Association (VPA).
For more information please contact: www.voluntaryprinciples.org

• Third session of the open-ended intergovernmental working group on
transnational corporations and other business enterprises with respect to
human rights
The first and second sessions of the OEIGWG were dedicated to conducting constructive deliberations on the
content, scope, nature and form of a future international instrument to regulate, in international human rights
law, the activities of transnational corporations and other business enterprises. This third session took place
place from 23-27 October 2017 in Room XX of the Palais des Nations, Geneva. During that session, the Working
Group discussed the elements for a draft legally binding instrument prepared by the Chairperson-Rapporteur
of the OEIGWG taking into consideration the discussions held during the first two sessions.
Learn more

• International Conference on Business and Human Rights: Holding
Governments Accountable in Asia
Date: 12-13 July 2018
Place: Bangkok
With increasing attention to business and human rights, this conference takes a critical look at the standards
and practices on business and human rights in Asia. In particular it seeks to examine if this current interest
in business and human rights conveniently ignores the civil and political violations by the State and its
responsibility to guarantee human rights protection.
Learn more
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• Summer School Business and Human Rights
Date: 18-22 June 2018
Place: Sant’Anna School, in Pisa, Italy
Organized by: Sant’Anna School of Advanced Studies (Dirpolis Institute), the University of Milan ‘La Statale’,
the Institute for Research on Innovation and Services for Development of the National Research Council of
Italy (IRISS-CNR), and Human Rights International Co
The Business and Human Rights Summer School intends to provide an understanding of the main challenges
concerning the connection between business activities and human rights, with particular attention to some
crucial issues: the role and obligations of States; the recent and emerging human rights-related legislation
regulating corporate activities worldwide; the access to effective remedies for victims of corporate-related
human rights abuses.
Learn more

B. NEW LIBRARY RESOURCES
Author: Global Business Coalition Against Human Trafficking (GBCAT) the
United Nations Global Compact and the RESPECT Initiative
This interactive map of anti-human trafficking organizations responds to frequent
requests from companies for help navigating the constellation of modern slavery
initiatives. Drawing from a database of over 100 organizations, the map allows
the user to filter organizations by type; issue; geography; and industry.
Learn more

Image taken from: http://www.modernslaverymap.org/

• A Map to Help Business Collaborate with Anti-Slavery Organizations

• Extractives Baraza Launched a Summary of Legal Cases Regarding Human
Rights and Business
Author: Extractives Baraza
In this website you can find an emerging jurisprudence on extractives sector cases, from case law, to status,
subject and decisions of Kenyan case law.
Learn more
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• Advice Note to Companies, Member States, and The European Commission
Author: Global Witness, Amnesty Int’l, Germanwatch & 14 other NGOs
The EU Regulation on due diligence in mineral supply chains (Regulation) came into force on 8 June 2017.
It aims to disrupt links between conflict, human rights abuses, and the global minerals trade, by requiring
companies bringing ores and metals of tin, tantalum, tungsten, and gold into the EU— from anywhere in
the world—to do so responsibly. This note provides practical guidance and recommendations to support
companies, Member States, and the Commission to fulfil their obligations under the Regulation and linked
commitments.
Learn more

Author: Dimaso Lab
The project “DimasoLab” has set out to improve the knowledge of the effects of the
Directive relevant for trade unions and workers’ representatives. With the insights,
DimasoLab hope to contribute to a critical and constructive debate on the role of trade
unions and workers’ representatives in non-financial reporting (NFIR).
Learn more

Image taken from: https://tinyurl.com/yb39wn6f

• Directive 2014/95/EU Impact Assessment on Labour Relations
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International News
• CNN Investigation: Daimler promises to audit cobalt supply ‘to the mine’
Date: 02 May 2018
Source: CNN
A day after a CNN investigation into abuses in cobalt mining, the maker of Mercedes cars pledged to
investigate its supply chain to ensure child labor is not being used to power its electric vehicles.
Learn more

• Greenpeace Declares Victory as Belgian Bank KBC Ends its Coal
Investments
Date: 04 May 2018
Source: Meta Mag
The entrance to the headquarters of KBC bank in Brussels was taken by environmental activists Thursday
3rd May concerned about the financial and climatic risks of coal investments in the Czech Republic. Hours
later, the bank surprised the activists by announcing an end to all new coal investments.
Learn more

• Peruvian Farmers Appeal in Fight to Hold Newmont Accountable in
U.S. Court
Date: 04 May 2018
Source: Earth Rights International
In a recent decision, a federal court in Delaware decided that Maxima Acuña Atalaya and her family’s
case against Newmont Mining Corporation, should be heard in Peru – not Delaware, where the company
incorporated almost 100 years ago. The court made this decision despite voicing concerns about
evidence presented by the family showing the company’s significant and improper influence over
Peruvian courts.
Learn more

• Work on Myanmar dam goes on under heavy guard
Date: 07 May 2018
Source: Straits Times
Typically, large dams displace thousands of villagers, still rivers and block the flow of nutrient-rich
silt downstream. Over the past decade since its inception, the project has run up against intense local
and international opposition, not least because it threatens to inundate pristine wetlands featuring
hundreds of islets, and escalate the conflict between the Myanmar military and ethnic armed groups
active in that area.
Learn more
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•Child labour: LafargeHolcim abandons the victims
Date: 08 May 2018
Source: Bread For All
Two years after the child labour scandal in Uganda was discovered, LafargeHolcim and its suppliers have
done nothing to help the victims. Bread for all and the Catholic Lenten Fund called on the cement group at
the general meeting in Dübendorf to finally assume its responsibility. The case also shows that Switzerland
must regulate the human rights due diligence of companies by law.
Learn more

• Government Strengthens Australia’s Response to Modern Slavery
Date: 10 May 2018
Source: Australian Government
The Turnbull Government will harness the power of big business to help combat modern slavery, through the
establishment of a Modern Slavery Reporting Requirement. The reporting requirement, which will be enacted
through a new Australian Modern Slavery Act, will require more than 3,000 large corporations and other entities to
publish annual public statements on their actions to address modern slavery in their supply chains and operations.
Learn more

• Washington County Files Lawsuit Against Oil and Gas Industry Over
Climate Change
Date: 10 May 2018
Source: The Hill
King County’s suit is targeting five fossil fuel companies — BP, Chevron, Exxon Mobil, Royal Dutch and ConocoPhillips
— “for knowingly contributing to climate disruptions and putting the residents of King County at greater risk of
floods, landslides, ocean acidification, sea level rise, and other impacts,” according to a county statement.
Learn more

• 3 Guatemalan Indigenous Leaders Killed in Separate Incidents
Date: 14 May 2018
Source: New York Times
Three Guatemalan indigenous leaders have been killed in separate incidents over the past week. The Altiplano
Farmworker Committee said Monday the most recent victim was Mateo Chaman Paau, a leader of that organization.
Another member of the organization, Jose Can Xol, was killed Thursday in the Alta Verapaz area. A day earlier, Luis
Marroquin, a leader of the Farmworker Development Committee was killed in a bookstore in the Jalapa department.
Learn more
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• Submission from SHERPA and ECCHR on an indictment of Lafarge for
complicity in crimes against humanity
Date: 15 May 2018
Source: Association-Sherpa
Sherpa and the European Center for Constitutional and Human Rights (ECCHR), initiators of a criminal
complaint against the cement-manufacturer Lafarge filed in conjunction with 11 former employees,
argue, in a Memorandum to the investigative judges, that at this stage of the proceedings, it is necessary
to indict the company Lafarge for complicity in crimes against humanity.
Learn more

• Full Text Of Swiss Parliament’s Counter-Proposal to the Responsible
Business Initiative
Date: 18 May 2018
Source: Swiss Parliament
n April 2015, a coalition of Swiss civil society organizations launched a public initiative to hold Swiss
companies to account for human rights abuses committed abroad. The initiative seeks mandatory human
rights due diligence requirements for all Swiss companies.
In May 2018, a counter-proposal by the Legal Affairs Committee of the Swiss National Council was
launched.
Learn more

Article by: James G. Stewart

The Historical Importance of the Kouwenhoven Trial
Guus Kouwenhoven, a Dutch businessman was convicted for complicity in the war crimes perpetrated less
than two decades ago in Liberia and Guinea. The contours of the version of complicity the Kouwenhoven
trial employs helps overcome the ubiquitous but overly restrictive debate about the doctrine in Business
and Human Rights.
Learn more
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Blogs and Opinions
Article by: Vivek Maru

The World Bank Shouldn’t Hide When It Funds Projects That Harm Communities
By claiming immunity from harmed communities it says it’s helping, the organization is undermining its own
mission. In the Gulf of Kutch, a rural coastal area in western India, a coal plant financed by the International
Finance Corp. — part of the World Bank — caused substantial environmental harm, including devastating
the ecosystem relied on by a small minority group that depends on fishing to live.
Learn more
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Campaigns
Joint Letter to FIFA Concerning the Human Rights Crisis in Chechnya
FIFA confirmed Grozny as the Team Base Camp for Egypt and the signatories want to share with their
concerns about the dire state of human rights in the Chechen Republic.
Learn more

Ben & Jerry’s and 350.org campaign for a freeze on fossil fuel investments
American ice cream maker Ben & Jerry’s has partnered with climate activism group 350.org Australia
to launch a campaign to freeze fossil fuels investments, by encouraging Australians to lobby their local
governing bodies to ensure that none of its assets are in coal, oil and gas.
Learn more
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About our Network
The Network brings together researchers, practitioners and NGO members from various fields with the
aim of researching and analysing the role of business in conflict situations reducing the human and
people’s rights violations and any other negative social and environmental impact as well as other adverse
consequences. It also looks at the potential role of companies in relation to peace building.
The Network reflects upon the causes, dynamics and consequences of business involvement in armed
conflicts and systematic state repression, as well as upon existing or potential responses to such
involvements in light of the responsibilities of all concerned actors and ongoing international and local
efforts to develop and apply appropriate initiatives and guidelines.
Visit: http://www.networkbchr.org/

13

BCHRBCHR
Newsletter
N 31 NMay
Newsletter
31 2018
May 2018

Sharing and posting materials
We very much welcome your comments and suggestions for how the BCHR newsletter can better
serve the network’s needs and interests as well as those of its members. We kindly invite you to
share this newsletter with academics, NGO and practitioners that might be interested in its content.
If you are interested in contributing to future editions of the newsletter, please do not hesitate to
contact us at maria.prandi@networkbchr.org.
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