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The BCHR Network is pleased to send you the BCHR Newsletter, 
which provides a host of insights into the work of the network and 
its members. The main purpose of this newsletter is to a) share 
information about the work of the network and its members to 
a wider audience, and b) to strengthen co-operation and co-
ordination between the network members themselves and with 
other interested parties.  

• Click  here  to learn more about the BCHR Network.

The BCHR Network
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Network Announcements

The Network hold its foundational meeting on the 19th of November in 
Geneva. Academics, researchers, practitioners and NGO representatives 
from various fields discussed about a wide range of topics and endorsed 
the following agreements regarding the network’s aims and structure.

NETWORK NAME 
Network on Business, Conflict and Human Rights 

AIM 
The Network will bring together researchers, practitioners and NGO representatives from various 
fields with the aim of researching and analysing the role of business in conflict situations as 
well as the violations of human and peoples’ rights and other social and environmental impacts 
that such involvement may have. It will also look at the potential role of companies in relation 
to peace building. 
The Network will reflect upon the causes, dynamics and consequences of business involvement 
in conflict and systematic repression. It will analyse existing or potential responses to such 
involvement in light of the relevant actors’ responsibilities as well as ongoing efforts at the 
international, regional and domestic levels to develop appropriate norms and responses. 

MAIN NETWORK ACTIVITIES 
There are four main Network activities: 
a. To hold an annual Network meeting; 
b. To share information and pertinent work products through a website by providing information 
to one another and to the general public about the ongoing work and members’ expertise. It 
will disseminate research outputs and information on ongoing work and other complementary 
resources, while seeking to maximize synergies with existing on-line resources. 
c. To encourage and support joint research projects among members and/or in collaboration with other 
organizations; and facilitate and promote individual research projects undertaken by its members. 
d. To carry out other activities such as the organization of conferences, events, courses or 
seminars or the publication of documents, whether at its own initiative or on request. 
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Network Announcements

MAIN RESEARCH AREAS 
• Business involvement in conflict and systematic repression 
The Financing of conflict and repression 
The Market in arms and illicit commodities 
Control over and exploitation of natural resources 
Private military and security companies 

• Accountability and interaction of companies with governments 
Voluntary frameworks 
Civil, administrative and criminal liability in national and international legal systems 
Interaction between regulatory systems 
Due diligence in situations of repression and conflict 
International sanctions and embargoes 
Work towards a binding treaty 

• The Role of business in peace-building and human rights 
Building international guidelines through case studies 
Public-private partnerships: limits and opportunities 
Fostering the role of domestic business communities 
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WORKING GROUPS 
The Network may create standing Working Groups. 
A proposal for creation of a working group should be transmitted to the Secretariat and be supported 
by at least 3 members of the Network, including at least one academic and one NGO member. The 
proposed group’s mandate should be related to one or more of the Network’s research areas. 
The annual meeting approves the creation and mandate of new working groups, as well as the 
modification of existing groups’ mandates, as the case may be. Between annual meetings, the 
advisory board may approve the creation of working groups or the modification of their mandate 
on an interim basis. 
Each group will have at least one coordinator, and will be open to all other Network members. 
Working groups may promote joint projects or activities as appropriate, and will report on their 
activities at the annual meeting as well as through the web page. 

MEMBERSHIP 
Network membership is open to institutions and organisations (independent research centres, 
university departments or centres, NGOs and think-tanks) as well as individual researchers and 
experts engaged in research and analysis within the research areas of the Network. 
Applicants for membership should send their request to the Secretariat, which shall transmit 
it to the advisory board. The board will grant provisional membership to all applications that 
are consistent with Network objectives and criteria. Provisional and new memberships will be 
confirmed at the annual meeting. 

GOVERNING BODIES AND OPERATING RULES 
The governing bodies of the Network are: 

• Advisory Board 
Between the annual meetings, the advisory board will assist the Secretariat in coordinating 
Network activities and may act in the Network’s interests. 

• The Annual meeting 
The annual meeting is the Network’s main decision-making body. 

• Secretariat 
The Secretariat oversees the implementation of decisions taken at the annual meeting. 
The International Catalan Institute for Peace assumes the Secretariat for the period 2016-2018 

More information on Working Groups will be available on the website soon.
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WEBSITE AND NETWORK VISIBILITY 

The Secretariat is in charge of the website (http://www.networkbchr.org/) as well as the 
publication of an e-newsletter on a periodic basis. The main purpose of the newsletter is to a) 
share information about the activities of the Network and its members, and b) to strengthen 
co-operation and co-ordination between members and with other interested parties. 
 
Register here to become a member of the network. 
Click here to know more about the network. 
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Other announcements

A. PUBLIC CONSULTATIONS, CALL FOR PAPERS       

• “Rethink Supply Chains” Challenge Calls for Tech Solutions to Address 
Human Trafficking
Deadline: 13 December 2015
The Partnership for Freedom is calling upon developers, designers, advocates, and innovators to submit 
concepts for technological solutions that identify and address labor trafficking in global supply chains for 
goods and services.

            

B. EVENTS, WORKSHOPS AND COURSES

• IHRB Report Launch & Panel Discussion on Human Rights Defenders & Business
Date: 14 December 2015
Place: Centre for the Study of Human Rights, London School of Economics
Organized by: Institute for Human Rights and Business (IHRB) & Centre for the Study of Human Rights, LSE
At the event, the Institute for Human Rights and Business will launch its latest report, which is published jointly 
with Civil Rights Defenders and Front Line Defenders. The report showcases recent cases of human rights 
defenders challenging economic policies or business operations and the consequences they have faced.   

                                                                                                                                                 Learn more

• Training Session: Access to Remedies in The EU for Victims of Corporate 
Related Human Rights Abuse
Date: 16 December 2015
Place: Haus der Europäischen Union, Wipplingerstraße 35, 1010 Vienna
The aim of the training session is to inform all interested stakeholders about current legal possibilities 
and challenges relating to judicial and non-judicial remedies within the EU, through which companies 
domiciled in a Member State can be held liable for alleged human rights abuses.

Learn more

 Learn more
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C. NEW LIBRARY RESOURCES  
  
• Report to the Inter-American Commission on Human 
Rights 156th: The Role of Businesses and States in 
Violations Against Human Rights Defenders of the 
Rights to Land, Territory and the Environment
Authors: Various Civil Society Organizations
The report covers the conditions faced by defenders of the rights to land, 
territory and the environment who work throughout the continent on issues regarding the impact of 
large scale economic projects by public and private, national and international companies. 

Learn more

• IBA Business and Human Rights Guidance for Bar 
Associations
Authors: International Bar Association 
This Business and Human Rights Guidance for Bar Associations is intended to 
enable bar associations around the world to increase awareness and understanding 
of lawyers who advise business clients on the relevance of business and human 
rights, and particularly of the UN Guiding Principles on Business and Human Rights.

Learn more

• Children’s Rights in National Action Plans on Business & Human Right
Authors: Danish Institute on Human Rights (DIHR), Intl. Corporate 
Accountability Roundtable (ICAR), UNICEF
This report provides guidance on how children’s rights can be addressed 
in National Action Plan’s (NAPs) on business and human rights and other 
similar policies. It complements the existing “NAPs Toolkit” by the ICAR and 
the DIHR. Both ICAR and DIHR have partnered with UNICEF to develop this 
guidance, which outlines how children’s rights should be considered in the 
process of developing NAPs and what the content of focus should be when 
setting priorities for action on children’s rights.

Learn more
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• New Guide on Indigenous Peoples and Mining
Authors: ICMM
This guide is primarily aimed at providing guidance to companies on good practice 
where mining-related activities occur on or near traditional indigenous land and 
territory. It is divided in four parts and contains tools in order to avoid or minimise 
negative impacts.

Learn more

• Livelihoods, Natural Resources, and Post-Conflict 
Peacebuilding 
Editors: Helen Young, Lisa Goldman
In developing countries around the world, local natural resources – such as 
charcoal, wildlife, and fisheries – have strong microeconomic and cultural 
importance. So vital to traditional livelihoods, these resources are unfortunately 
not exempt from the brutal effects of conflict. Contributing authors discuss strategies in 
managing these resources and supporting livelihoods in post-conflict environments.

Learn more

• Palm Oil, Land Rights and Conflict in Colombia: The case 
of Multinational Poligrow
Authors: SOMO and INDEPAZ
The report shows how the company Poligrow has failed to operate with caution 
and has therefore contributed to human rights violations and instability in an 
already fragile context such as the Meta region in Colombia. (Available in Spanish)

Learn more

• Tusk Wars: Inside the LRA and the Bloody Business of Ivory
Authors: Enough Project
New field research from the Enough Project shows that the Lord’s Resistance Army 
(LRA) is weakened to an unprecedented point, counting only 120 armed fighters in 
its ranks, scattered across three countries in central Africa. 

Learn more
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• Integrating Human Rights into Crisis Planning
Authors: United Nations Global Compact
Some companies are broadening their crisis management policies and procedures to explicitly address 
adverse human rights impacts, consistent with the UN Global Compact Principles and the UN Guiding 
Principles on Business and Human Rights. This Good Practice Note identifies five good practices for 
integrating human rights considerations into crisis planning, the first phase of effective crisis management.

Learn more

• A Guide for Business: How to Develop a Human Rights Policy
Authors: United Nations Global Compact
This guide provides practical steps in order to develop a human rights policy. It is 
divided in 6 parts. Each part contains information regarding business and human 
rights issues, the relevance of having a proper human rights policy and the key 
components of the latter.

Learn more

• Colombia: Restoring the Land, Securing the Peace, Indigenous and 
Afro-descendant Territorial Rights
Authors: Amnesty International
This report tackles the issue of land restitution and the challenges that diverse 
vulnerable groups have to face when claiming the property of the lands that were 
taken away from them by illegal armed groups.

Learn more
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• Victory for U’wa Nation
Date: 16 October 2015
Source: Earth Rights
The U’wa Nation has received an admissibility report by the Inter-American Commission on Human 
Rights allowing its case against Colombia to move forward, recognizing that the indigenous group 
can seek the Commission’s help in defending its traditional territory. 

Learn more

• NGO´s Warns the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights About 
the Vulneration of the Right to Water in Order to Achieve Water and 
Extractive Projects
Date: 23 October 2015
Source: AIDA AMERICAS 
Civil Society Organizations draw attention of the Inter-American Commission on the impacts of 
extractive operations in America.

• Rwamutonga Evictions: Court Rules in Victims’ Favour, but They 
Will not be Returning to their Homes yet
Date: 25 October 2015
Source: Oil in Uganda
The families were evicted in August 2014 after the ‘owner’ of the land, Joshua Tibangwa, leased 
it to an American-based waste management firm, McAlester, to set up an oil waste treatment 
plant. The residents turned to court in an attempt to repossess their land, but have had to endure 
persistent delays by the Court as well as inhumane living conditions in the temporary camp.

Learn more

International News  

Learn more
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• Business Leaders Exercise Pressure Against Tutunaku and Nahuas 
Communities in the Sierra Norte de Puebla (México)
Date: 29 October 2015
Source: Desinformémonos
Business leaders are exercising pressure over indigenous communities who are against a water project 
in their lands. The indigenous communities argue that they will not get any benefits from the this project. 
(Available in Spanish)

Learn more

• Geothermal Expansion and Maasai Land Conflicts in Kenya
Date: 2 November 2015
Source: New Climate for Peace
Kenya’s plan is in keeping with a rapid transition to a low-carbon growth path, and striving to comply with the 
UN Sustainable Development Goals. But it’s not without its problems. Expansion of the geothermal industry in 
the Rift Valley has come up against long-standing conflicts with Maasai tribes people over land appropriation, 
and given rise to allegations of human rights abuses in relation to relocation and compensation payments.  
                   Learn more 

• The Environmentalist Mr. Nasako Besingi was Heavily Sentenced in Cameroon
Date: 4 November 2015
Source: Centre pour l’Environnement et le Développement
The conviction of Mr. Nasako Besingi, which follows a series of other procedures, suggests a desire to intimidate 
environmental activists, in a context marked by the proliferation of investments in land and natural resources, 
which strongly encroach on village land.     

 Learn more
 

• DC Court of Appeals Denies SEC Rehearing on Conflict Minerals Rules
Date: 9 November 2015
Source: ELM Sustainability Partners
On the 9th of November, the US Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia denied the petitions filed 
by the SEC and Amnesty International for the review of the conflict minerals disclosure rule.
                Learn more
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• Honduras: Indigenous are in a Critic Situation due to Extractive, 
Energetic and Tourist Projects (Special Rapporteur Indigenous peoples).
Date: 10 November 2015
Source: United Nations
According to the Special Rapporteur indigenous people are in danger due to the constant exposure of threats 
coming from extractive, energetic and tourism projects. The Special Rapporteur emphasizes on the danger that 
extractive projects have on  the culture and life of indigenous communities. (Available in Spanish)    
                               Learn more

• EU Issues Guidelines on Labelling Products from Israeli Settlements
Date: 11 November 2015
Source: The Guardian
The European Union has issued new guidelines for the labelling of products from illegal Israeli settlements in 
the occupied Palestinian territories, after years of deliberation and in the teeth of fierce Israeli opposition.  
                   Learn more

 

•Alarming Developments in Latin American Palm Oil Industry Spur Global 
Call To Action For Palm Oil Traders 
Date: 11 November 2015
Source: Rainforest Action Network
International coalition of NGOs says murder, intimidation and the devastation of community livelihoods tied to 
rampant palm oil plantation expansion must be stopped.
              Learn more

 

• United States Congress Pressures for the Closure of “La Puya” Mine
Date: 11 November 2015 
Source: Centro de Medios Independientes de Guatemala
US congress members send a letter to the Guatemalan president asking him to examine the acts of Kappes, 
Cassidy and Associates and it´s subsidiary Exploraciones Mineras de Guatemala. Those companies are 
being accused of bad environmental and social practices. (Available in Spanish)
                Learn more
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• A Colombian Leader who Opposed Oil Industry was Assassinated by 
Paramilitaries
Date: 16 November 2015
Source: Telesur
Abril Fuentes was killed by paramilitaries in Casanare, Colombia. Abril was a community leader in the 
mentioned department and worked actively in favour of human rights and the protection of communities. 
(Available in Spanish)                             Learn more

• Broken Bones and Broken Promises: Barrick Gold Fails to Address Ongoing 
Violence at Tanzania Mine
Date: 17 November 2015
Source: Rights and Accountability in Development (RAID-UK) – MiningWatch Canada
A second human rights field assessment at Barrick Gold’s Tanzania subsidiary, Acacia Mining (formerly 
African Barrick Gold), calls into question commitments made by the company to stop excessive use of 
force by mine security and police guarding the mine. 
                        Learn more

• Leaked Document Reveals Internal Struggle for Human Rights 
Protections at the World Bank
Date: 18 November 2015
Source: Huffington Post
In a confidential statement to the Bank’s Committee on Development Effectiveness, Executive Directors of 
the World Bank expressed pointed criticisms of the Bank’s proposed new draft policies. The major criticism 
relates to human rights.                             Learn more

• Brazil: Syngenta Convicted: Justice Finds Company Responsible for 
Armed Attack on Encamped Rural Workers
Date: 18 November 2015
Source: Terra de Direitos
A court has found Syngenta Seeds, a Swiss company producing genetically modified food and pesticides, 
responsible for the murder of rural worker Valmir Mota de Oliveira (known as Keno) and for the 
attempted murder of Isabel do Nascimento de Souza. Both of them were members of Via Campesina and 
were victims of an armed militia attack in 2007.
                        Learn more
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Blogs and Opinions

Article by: Michael A. Santoro
“Outside-In” and “Inside-Out” Human Rights Measurement Tools: How Numbers Can Become the 
Lingua Franca of Business and Human Rights
Human rights advocates and business executives often seem to be talking different languages. Measurement 
and numbers hold forth the possibility of becoming the lingua franca of business and human rights. When 
those seeking to hold companies accountable for human rights impacts from “outside in” begin to speak 
in the same language as business executives managing a company from “inside out” then we will be 
at a point where the UN Guiding Principles can move to the next stage of widespread acceptance and 
implementation.

Learn more 

BCHR Newsletter N 5 November 2015



BCHR Newsletter N 5 November 2015

17

Campaigns

The 50 for Freedom:  http://50forfreedom.org/

The International Labour Organization (ILO) will launch a major new campaign to end modern slavery, 
in partnership with the International Organization of Employers (IOE) and International Trade Union 
Confederation (ITUC,) on Tuesday 20 October.
The 50 for Freedom campaign aims to mobilize public support and influence at least 50 countries to 
ratify the ILO’s Forced Labour Protocol by 2018.

Learn more

Open for Justice: http://www.miningwatch.ca/openforjustice/

Open for Justice Campaign aims to calls on the government to open Canadian 
courts to those alleging harm by Canadian mining companies overseas.

Learn more
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The Network will bring together researchers, practitioners and NGO members from various fields with 
the aim of researching and analysing the role of business in conflict situations reducing the human and 
people’s rights violations and any other negative social and environmental impact as well as other adverse 
consequences. It will also look at the potential role of companies in relation to peace building. 

The Network will reflect upon the causes, dynamics and consequences of business involvement in 
armed conflicts and systematic state repression, as well as upon existing or potential responses to such 
involvements in light of the responsibilities of all concerned actors and ongoing international and local 
efforts to develop and apply appropriate initiatives and guidelines. 

Visit: http://www.networkbchr.org/

About our Network
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Sharing and posting materials

We very much welcome your comments and suggestions for how the BCHR newsletter can better serve 
the network’s needs and interests as well as those of its members. We kindly invite you to share this 
newsletter with academics, NGO and practitioners that might be interested in its content.

If you are interested in contributing to future editions of the newsletter, please do not hesitate to contact 
us at  maria.prandi@networkbchr.org. 
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