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The BCHR Network is pleased to present the BCHR Update 
Newsletter, which provides a host of insights into the work 
of the network and its members. The main purpose of this 
newsletter is to a) share information about the work of the 
network and its members to a wider audience, and b) to 
strengthen co-operation and co-ordination between the 
network members themselves and with other interested 
parties. 

• Click  here  to learn more about the BCHR Network.

• Click here  for a complete list of the BCHR Network 
members.

The BCHR Network

http://www.networkbchr.org/
http://www.networkbchr.org/#!subscribe-to-our-newsletter/c84j
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REGISTER NOW!

More than 25 experts from a wide range of organisations have already registered to 
participate in the conference on Business, Conflict and Human Rights that will take 
place on the 19th of November in Geneva. The conference is organised by ICIP in 
collaboration with DCAF.
We are planning a day of rigorous debate about research and networking. The 
conference will take place at the auditorium of the World Meteorological Organisation 
in Geneva (7 bis avenue de la Paix). 
Please register by sending an email to maria.prandi@networkbchr.org or visit our 
website: www.networkbchr.org

Do not hesitate to get in touch if you have any questions.
Click here to know more about the network. 
The program is available here.

BCHR Newsletter N 2 August 2015

mailto:maria.prandi%40networkbchr.org?subject=
http://www.networkbchr.org
http://www.networkbchr.org/#!annual-meeting/cdvr
http://www.networkbchr.org/#!annual-meeting/cdvr
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REGISTER NOW! Other announcements

A. PUBLIC CONSULTATIONS, CALL FOR PAPERS        

• Business & Human Rights PhD Workshop
Deadline: November 1st, 2015
The Institute for Business Ethics at University of St. Gallen, the Business and Human Rights Center at 
New York University’s Stern School of Business, and the Business and Human Rights Journal (BHRJ) 
announced the 1st International Business and Human Rights PhD Workshop in St. Gallen, Switzerland, 
taking place on March 31st-April 1st, 2016. The mentioned institutes encourage submissions from all 
parts of the world and strive for gender balance in their selection. 

Learn more

• The Journal of World Business 
Deadline: June 1 2016
The Journal of World Business calls for papers for special issue on Multinational Enterprises and 
Sustainable Development in the Extractive and Natural Resource Sectors.
For questions about the special issue, please contact Bersant Hobdari, Special Issue Co-Editor, at: 
bh.int@cbs.dk

B. EVENTS, WORKSHOPS AND COURSES

• UN’s Guiding Principles on Business and Human Rights - a Discussion 
with Kofi Annan and John Ruggie
Date: 05 October 2015
Place: Vienna
Organized by: International Bar Association
The Corporate Social Responsibility Committee is will present former UN Secretary General, Kofi Annan 

http://tinyurl.com/qygxl54
mailto:bh.int%40cbs.dk?subject=
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and UN Special Representative on Business and Human Rights, John Ruggie in order to discuss their 
vision of the UN Guiding Principles on Business and Human Rights (UNGPs)  and the positive role that 
lawyers can play in their implementation

Learn more

• Land Rights and the Role of Business
Date: 20 October 2015
Hosted by the UN Global Compact, this webinar will explore responsible business practices on lands rights 
involving non-indigenous communities.

Learn more

• Beyond Good Business: Advocating for Women’s rights in the context of 
natural resource extraction and the UN Guiding Principles on Business & 
Human Rights
Date: 26 October 2015
Place: Senate House, Malet Street, London
Organized by: Latin American Mining Monitoring Programme (LAMMP)
In the run-up to the UN Annual Forum on Business and Human Rights, and drawing on the UNGP´s, Beyond 
Good Business will explore the big-picture and the day-to-day challenges faced by women impacted 
by extractivism worldwide, offer concrete solutions that seek to fully integrate women’s rights into the 
implementation of the UNGP´s.

Learn more

• Peoples’ Forum on Human Rights and Business 2015
Date: 26-30 October 2015
Place: Nairobi, Kenya
Organized by: ESCR-Net
The Peoples’ Forum on Human Rights and Business is an annual opportunity for representatives from all 
corners of the corporate accountability movement to be together to form coordinated activities to address 
corporate human rights abuses.

Learn more

http://tinyurl.com/ppgrfld
http://tinyurl.com/oa7gtsn
http://beyondgoodbusiness.org/
http://tinyurl.com/pm7rjdo
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C. NEW LIBRARY RESOURCES  
  
• New Report on Community Perceptions of Oil 
Exploration in Turkana County Kenya
Authors: Cordaid
The report aims to identify and document the concerns, fears and hopes of 
the villagers and pastoralists, whose views are not often heard in the policy 
debates regarding oil development in Kenya.

Learn more

• Human Rights in Minefields, Extractive Economies, 
Environmental Conflicts and Social Justice in the 
Global South
Authors: César Rodríguez Garavito
This book compiles accounts from sixteen action-researchers from the global 
South about different human rights issues in their respective countries. It is 
the result of the first Global Action-Research Workshop hosted and organized 
by Dejusticia.

Learn more

• Weapons and International Law: the Arms Trade 
Treaty
Editors: Clare da Silva and Brian Wood
Authors: Clare da Silva and Brian Wood
Weapons and International law: The Arms Trade Treaty gives a thorough legal 
and practical analysis of this important new legal instrument to regulate the 
global trade of the most commonly-used conventional arms.

Learn more
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http://tinyurl.com/pfwwpgo
http://tinyurl.com/pojwee9
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• Why Ga-Mapela Residents are Burning up Their Small Limpopo 
Town
Date: 8 September 2015
Source: The Daily Vox
Over the past week, residents of Ga-Mapela in the Limpopo province took to the streets and to social 
media to voice their grievances with Anglo American Platinum’s Mogalakwena Mine. Protestors say 
the mine offers little to benefit the community; officials say this is no reason to start burning down 
the town.

Learn more

International News  

• Looking for Oil in the Land of the FARC
Authors: Verdad Abierta
Part of the territory that the Colombian government plans to give back to poor farmers in San 
Vicente del Caguan (Colombia) is already allocated for oil companies. The report aims to show 
the clash of interest between government, oil and gas companies and the farmers. (available 
in Spanish)

Learn more

• Report Of The Working Group on the Issue of Human Rights  and 
Transnational Corporations and other Business Enterprises
Date: 23 September 2015
Source: United Nations
In the report the Working Group on the issue of human rights and transnational corporations and 
other business enterprises has assessed existing measurement initiatives, including not only 
those specific to measuring the implementation of the Guiding Principles, but also those relating 
more broadly to business and human rights, social impacts and sustainability.

Learn more 

http://tinyurl.com/p6vybs3
http://tinyurl.com/pjgt7mj
http://tinyurl.com/pk5ymkc
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• Families Displaced by Oil Refinery Project Reject Government 
Compensation
Date: 8 September 2015
Source: Sunday Monitor
More than 90 families who opted to be resettled from 29-square kilometre land earmarked for the oil 
refinery in Hoima District, have rejected government’s offer. The community says that the offer doesn’t fit 
their basic necessities.                 Learn more 

•Canadian Supreme Court Sets Precedent in Allowing Plaintiffs to Seek 
Enforcement of Ecuadorian Oil Pollution Judgement Against Chevron in Canada
Date: 16 September 2015
Source: Counter Punch
In the latest twist to a 22-year-old legal saga, Canada’s Supreme Court ruled on September 4th that 
Ecuadorian villagers could seek to enforce an Ecuadorian legal judgment in Canada for $9.5 billion against 
Chevron Corporation for polluting the Amazon rainforest.            Learn more

 

• Major Breakthrough in Mediation Between Hoang Anh Gia Lai Company 
and Fourteen Indigenous Villages
Date: 19 September 2015
Source: Inclusive Development International
A major breakthrough was reached in the mediation between fourteen Cambodian indigenous 
communities and the Vietnamese rubber firm Hoang Anh Gia Lai (HAGL), during meetings held this 
week in Siem Reap, Cambodia.                Learn more

• Human Rights Complaint Filed vs 50 Oil, Cement Companies
Date: 22 September 2015
Source: Inquirer
Greenpeace Philippines and several other environmental groups on Tuesday filed what is considered the 
first human rights complaint against “big polluters” – 50 multinational companies that are among the 
largest emitters of greenhouse gases.               Learn more

http://tinyurl.com/nzrey9d
http://tinyurl.com/osqvjkl
http://tinyurl.com/p568m34
http://tinyurl.com/p3kovld
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Blogs and Opinions

BCHR Newsletter N 3 September 2015

• DeJusticia
Article by: Krizna Gómez
Going beyond Numbers: Energy Poverty and Coal 
In this article, the author explores the social cost behind the coal activity. He tackles the issue of how the 
mentioned activity impact not only the environment but also human rights.                         

 Learn more

 • JD Supra
Article by: John Kloosterman, Sari Springer, Trent Sutton, Lavanga Wijekoon 
In Canada, Foreign Workers Seek to Use International Norms as the Standard of Care in Negligence 
Claims Against Multinationals Operating Overseas
Non-Canadian workers are increasingly suing their employers in Canadian courts for human rights 
violations allegedly committed outside Canada by the companies themselves or by other entities in their 
supply chains. This development seems to be spurred by recent U.S. cases limiting the rights of workers 
and their representatives from bringing these claims in the United States.  

Learn more 

• The Guardian
Article by:  Elodie Aba
‘It’s a Noble Struggle’: The Human Rights Lawyers Taking on Big Corporations
This article tackles the role of human rights lawyers in relation to corporate human rights abuses. The 
article points out the importance of having a directory of lawyers who work on the issue of corporate 
human rights abuses.

Learn more 

http://tinyurl.com/nvf45ed
http://tinyurl.com/nvf45ed
http://tinyurl.com/nvf45ed
http://tinyurl.com/qbsvx54
http://tinyurl.com/opp6xo9
http://tinyurl.com/opp6xo9
http://tinyurl.com/opp6xo9
http://tinyurl.com/q5rfqcq
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The Network will bring together researchers, practitioners and NGO members from various fields with 
the aim of researching and analysing the role of business in conflict situations reducing the human and 
people’s rights violations and any other negative social and environmental impact as well as other adverse 
consequences. It will also look at the potential role of companies in relation to peace building. 

The Network will reflect upon the causes, dynamics and consequences of business involvement in 
armed conflicts and systematic state repression, as well as upon existing or potential responses to such 
involvements in light of the responsibilities of all concerned actors and ongoing international and local 
efforts to develop and apply appropriate initiatives and guidelines. 

Visit: http://www.networkbchr.org/

About our Network

BCHR Newsletter N 3 September 2015
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Sharing and posting materials

We very much welcome your comments and suggestions for how the BCHR newsletter can better serve 
the network’s needs and interests as well as those of its members. We kindly invite you to share this 
newsletter with academics, NGO and practitioners that might be interested in its content.

If you are interested in contributing to future editions of the newsletter, please do not hesitate to contact 
us at  maria.prandi@networkbchr.org. 
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