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NETWORK CONFERENCE: We are delighted to announce 
that Prof. Surya Deva, member of the Working Group on 

Business and Human Rights will be our keynote speaker.
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The BCHR Network

The BCHR Network is pleased to present the BCHR Update 
Newsletter, which provides a host of insights into the work of the 
network and its members. The main purpose of this newsletter 
is to a) share information about the work of the network and its 
members to a wider audience, and b) to strengthen co-operation 
and co-ordination between the network members themselves 
and with other interested parties.   

• Click  here  to learn more about the BCHR Network.

• Click  here  for a complete list of the BCHR Network members

http://www.networkbchr.org/
http://www.networkbchr.org/#!join-the-network/c24vq
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Network Announcements

The Network’s next annual meeting will take place on the 17th of November 
2016 in Geneva. Prof. Surya Deva, member of the Working Group on Business 
and Human Rights, will be our keynote speaker.
All members are kindly invited to take part in this international conference 
that will gather a wide range of academics, practitioners and NGO. 

REGISTER NOW! A wide range of organisations and experts have already 
registered.
Register here to attend the conference. 
Please notice that the conference will take place the day after the closing of 
the Vth Annual United Nations Forum on Business and Human Rights.
We are planning a day of rigorous debates about research and networking. 
The conference will take place at the auditorium of the World Meteorological 
Organisation in Geneva (7 bis avenue de la Paix). 
If you wish to make a presentation of your last publications or projects, 
please contact Maria Prandi at maria.prandi@networkbchr.org.

http://www.networkbchr.org/#!register-for-the-annual-meeting/c10x6
mailto:maria.prandi%40networkbchr.org?subject=
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Members in focus

DCAF is an international foundation established in 2000 on the initiative of the Swiss Confederation, 
as the ‘Geneva Centre for the Democratic Control of Armed Forces’. DCAF contributes to enhancing 
security sector governance (SSG) through security sector reform (SSR). The Centre’s work to support 
effective, efficient security sectors which are accountable to the state and its citizens is underpinned 
by the acknowledgement that security, development and the rule of law are essential preconditions for 
sustainable peace. DCAF is guided by the principles of neutrality, impartiality, gender sensitivity and 
local ownership as the basis for supporting legitimate, sustainable reform processes. 

The Geneva Centre for the Democratic Control of Armed Forces (DCAF) and the International Committee 
of the Red Cross (ICRC) have been working together since 2013 to address real security and human 
rights challenges on the ground, by supporting companies, states and CSOs to implement the Voluntary 
Principles on Security and Human Rights. Responding to needs identified by relevant stakeholders, 
DCAF and ICRC have developed tools to help companies prevent, mitigate and address the human rights 
impacts of public and private security deployed around their operations. These tools include an online 
Knowledge Hub, which brings together guidance documents and case studies, as well as a Toolkit of 
good practices and recommendations for addressing security and human rights challenges.

The Toolkit guides companies on their relationships with host governments, public security forces, 
private security companies, and communities. The Toolkit is available in English and in Spanish, 
and will soon be published in French. DCAF and the ICRC are currently focusing on supporting 
national-level implementation of good practices, developing new practical tools and expanding 
support beyond the extractive sector.

We strongly encourage feedback on the DCAF-ICRC tools, to ensure that they are as effective as 
possible in addressing challenges on the ground. For further information or to provide suggestions for 
improvement, please contact: l.hernandez@dcaf.ch.

http://www.securityhumanrightshub.org/content/toolkit
http://www.securityhumanrightshub.org/content/toolkit
mailto:l.hernandez%40dcaf.ch?subject=
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A. PUBLIC CONSULTATIONS, CALL FOR PAPERS        

• Call for Papers: 2nd Business and Human Rights Young Researchers Summit
Deadline: November 1st, 2016
The Workshop is interdisciplinary: scholars from all disciplines are invited to apply, including ethics, 
law, business, human rights, and global affairs. The papers should outline research-in-progress and 
must be unpublished at the time of presentation. 

Learn more

B. EVENTS, WORKSHOPS AND COURSES

• Book launch and panel discussion: The Routledge Research Companion 
to Security Outsourcing
Place: London, King’s College London, Strand Campus, Room 2.29
Organized by: King’s College London
The book launch, hosted by the Defence Studies Department of King’s, will consist of presentations 
from editors and several of the contributing authors, and will focus on the book project as well as 
new and evolving issues in the research on private security companies (PSCs) in high risk and conflict 
environments. 

Learn more

Other announcements

C. NEW LIBRARY RESOURCES  

• Holding UK companies to account in the English courts 
for harming people Titles in other countries
Authors: CORE and London Mining Network
The aim of this guide is to help communities, workers, and civil society 
organisations supporting them, to understand the process of using legal action in 
England to hold UK companies to account for harming people in other countries.

Learn more
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http://tinyurl.com/j5vtn3t
http://tinyurl.com/jowzm7h
http://tinyurl.com/ht7vtqw
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• Human Rights in European Business. A practical 
Handbook for Civil Society Organizations and Human 
Rights Defenders
Authors: CEDAT
Under the research project “Business & Human Rights challenges for cross 
border litigation in the European Union”, the CEDAT has produced a guide aimed at 
people who support victims of human rights violations or environmental damage caused by European 
companies operating in third countries.

Learn more

• Access To Clean Water and Sanitation: A Human Right Increasingly Besieged
Authors: Victoria Camarero Suárez and Francisco Javier Zamora Cabot
The authors examine several cases related to the right of water and the recurrent abuses to the 
mentioned rights made by the private sector. The document also contains conclusions about the 
different scenarios were the right to water has been infringed. 

Learn more

• New Country Guide on Human Rights and Business in 
Kenya 
Authors: Human Rights and Business Country Guide, Danish Institute for Human 
Rights (DIHR) and the Kenya Human Rights Commission. 
The Country Guide team announce the launch of a new Country Guide on Human 
Rights and Business in Kenya, which was produced by the Danish Institute for 
Human Rights (DIHR) and the Kenya Human Rights Commission). 

Learn more
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http://tinyurl.com/jtl3wfk
http://tinyurl.com/jv3hkxh
http://tinyurl.com/jjtb2ah
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International News  

BCHR Newsletter N 15 September  2016

• Bolivia Says Deputy Interior Minister Killed After Kidnap by Miners
Date: August 26 2016
Source: Reuters
Bolivian Deputy Interior Minister Rodolfo Illanes was beaten to death after he was kidnapped by striking 
mineworkers on Thursday, the government said, and up to 100 people have been arrested as authorities 
vowed to punish those responsible.

Learn more

• Colombia: Coca-Cola, Chiquita, Drummond & Other Major Companies 
to Face Charges in Transitional Justice Tribunal for Supporting 
Paramilitary AUC Group
Source: Colombia Reports
Date: 30 August 2016
Several courts will reportedly forward evidence of the involvement of the companies in financing 
paramilitary groups, which killed many dozens of labor rights defenders during its existence between 
1997 and 2006, to a transitional justice tribunal.

Learn more

• Ombudsman Finds the IFC Failed to Comply with its Investment 
Standards in Colombia
Date: August 31 2016 
Source: AIDAS AMERICAS
The office of the Compliance Advisor Ombudsman found that the International Finance Corporation 
cannot guarantee that the Angostura mine will not have impacts on the environment.

Learn more

• Panama Police Carry Out Grievous Assault On Indigenous Dam Protesters
Date: 02 September 2016
Source: International Cry
Panama’s national police left approximately 20 indigenous Ngäbe protesters injured last week in what 
one medic described as an “absurd and irresponsible act”. Learn more

http://tinyurl.com/j4ekl2r
http://tinyurl.com/z96mrst
http://tinyurl.com/jeesmll
http://tinyurl.com/jcn9f3q
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• Rivers Community, Oil Firm Disagree Over Alleged Soldiers’ Invasion
Date: 03 September 2016
Source: Punch
Indigenes of Odiemerenyi community in Ahoada East LGA of Rivers State and Total Exploration and 
Production Nigeria have disagreed over an oil spill in the area and the alleged invasion of the area by 
soldiers. Learn more

• Standing Rock Sioux Chairman Calls for Investigation of Dog Attacks on 
Native American Protesters
Date: 06 September 2016
Source: Democracy Now
On Saturday in North Dakota, security guards working for the Dakota Access pipeline company attacked 
Native Americans with dogs and pepper spray as they resisted the $3.8 billion pipeline’s construction on a 
tribal burial site.                                Learn more 

•ICC Widens Remit to Include Environmental Destruction Cases
Date: 15 September 2016
Source: The Guardian
Environmental destruction and land grabs could lead to governments and individuals being prosecuted for 
crimes against humanity by the international criminal court following a decision to expand its remit.  
                           Learn more

 

• New DCAF Public-Private Partnerships Hub
Date: 26 September 2016
The PPPs Hub is an initiative of DCAF’s Public-Private Partnerships Division. It is designed to foster, 
connect and support multi-stakeholder approaches in security governance through effective cooperation 
and innovative partnerships between national authorities, international organisations, civil society, and 
the private sector.               
                   Learn more

http://tinyurl.com/hx67haz
http://tinyurl.com/zud68ez
http://tinyurl.com/zpzlude
http://www.ppps.dcaf.ch
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Blogs and Opinions
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• A New Generation of Free Trade Agreements That Privilege Business 
Interests Over Human Rights
Article by: Shalini Bhutani

There must be ex ante human rights impact assessment of the trade agreements and investment treaties 
that are being negotiated by the ASEAN community, including with and in India.    
                  

 Learn more

 

Campaigns

•Talk Is Not Enough: Canada, Extractive Sector’s 
Global Impacts Require Ombudsperson to Hear 
Complaints, Says CNCA Coalition

Canadians are asking for an Ombudsperson: mandatory, transparent 
and effective. The Liberal Party, the New Democratic Party, the Green 
Party and the Bloc Québécois all promised to establish one.

Learn more
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Canadian Network in 
Corporate Accountability

http://tinyurl.com/j7fp27x
http://tinyurl.com/j7fp27x
http://tinyurl.com/j7fp27x
http://tinyurl.com/jpzbjhu
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The Network brings together researchers, practitioners and NGO members from various fields with the 
aim of researching and analysing the role of business in conflict situations reducing the human and 
people’s rights violations and any other negative social and environmental impact as well as other adverse 
consequences. It also looks at the potential role of companies in relation to peace building. 

The Network reflects upon the causes, dynamics and consequences of business involvement in armed 
conflicts and systematic state repression, as well as upon existing or potential responses to such 
involvements in light of the responsibilities of all concerned actors and ongoing international and local 
efforts to develop and apply appropriate initiatives and guidelines. 

Visit: http://www.networkbchr.org/

About our Network

BCHR Newsletter N 15 September 2016
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Sharing and posting materials

We very much welcome your comments and suggestions for how the BCHR newsletter can better serve 
the network’s needs and interests as well as those of its members. We kindly invite you to share this 
newsletter with academics, NGO and practitioners that might be interested in its content.

If you are interested in contributing to future editions of the newsletter, please do not hesitate to contact 
us at  maria.prandi@networkbchr.org. 
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