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The BCHR Network is pleased to send you the BCHR Newsletter, 
which provides a host of insights into the work of the network and 
its members. The main purpose of this newsletter is to a) share 
information about the work of the network and its members to 
a wider audience, and b) to strengthen co-operation and co-
ordination between the network members themselves and with 
other interested parties.  

• Click  here  to learn more about the BCHR Network.

The BCHR Network

http://www.networkbchr.org/
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A. EVENTS, WORKSHOPS AND COURSES

• Lessons from the Bodo Community v Shell Litigation in the United 
Kingdom - Dan Leader (Leigh Day)
Date: 16 February 2016
Place: Oxford University
Organized by: Oxford Human Rights Hub
Dan Leader will explain the nature of Leigh Day’s international work, with a particular focus on the 
recently concluded Bodo Community v Shell litigation, in which Leigh Day secured compensation for 
15,000 Nigerian fishermen whose livelihoods had been destroyed by repeated oil spills. 

                                                                 Learn more

• Open Forum on Shared Responsibility for Human Rights & Global 
Value Chains
Date: 16 March 2016
Place: The European Parliament and the Renaissance Hotel (tbd), Brussels, Belgium
Organized by: CSR Europe
The purpose of this open forum is to understand how we can define a new chapter for business-EU 
collaboration to ensure better compliance and increased innovation for real impact. G7, OECD, SDGs have 
all put great emphasis on the need to foster sustainable supply chains. At a time when the European 
Commission (2016-19) is about to renew its CSR strategy, CSR Europe, in close collaboration with the 
European Parliament and Commission, will host an event to:

•  Discuss how companies embed human rights into their functions as an on-going process which 
must always favour continuous improvement over box-ticking

• Explore how sector platforms support more companies to share and build coherent processes and 
capacities

• How policy makers at national, European and international level can engage closer the business 
community to support wider impact and accelerate progress

                                                                 Learn more

Other announcements

http://tinyurl.com/gmx87gw
http://tinyurl.com/gpneuho
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• UN Guiding Principles Compliance Lab 
Date: 8 March 2016
Place: Skalbakken 8a, 2720 Vanlose, Copenhagen
Organized by: Global CSR
This workshop guides you through the requirements for fully complying with the UNGPs, namely the 
Policy Commitment, Due diligence and Remediation elements. By the end of the workshop participants 
will have good idea of where to adjust or develop a CSR strategy in alignment with the UNGPs.

                                                                 Learn more

• International Symposium: Community Engagement with Extractive 
Industries
Date: 14 April 2016
Place: Berlin, Germany
Organized by: Natural Justice & The Heinrich Böll Foundation
The Heinrich Böll Foundation and Natural Justice would like to invite experts involved in the field of 
extractive industries, infrastructure, community rights and FPIC to an international Symposium in Berlin 
on April 14th to present and discuss experiences and lessons-learned from the four pilot cases of the 
action research project.

                                                                 Learn more

C. NEW LIBRARY RESOURCES  
  
• Business, Ethics and Peace (Contributions to Conflict Management, 
Peace Economics and Development) 
Author: Luk Bouckaert
Business, Ethics and Peace gathers a selection of papers presented at the 
International SPES Conference Business for Peace, Strategies for Hope. This project 
focuses on the ethical need to prevent the next conflict. It interprets and presents 
peace as a holistic and evolving concept, defining the need for an ethical charter 
of human rights and responsibilities.

Learn more
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http://tinyurl.com/p3ubeg6
http://tinyurl.com/jsowl8h
http://tinyurl.com/hthcs2s
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• Notes On The Holy See and The Treatise of Companies and Human Rights 
Author: Victoria Camarero Suárez and Francisco Javier Zamora Cabot
This paper carries out along a general presentation of business and human rights, in its most relevant 
terms nowadays, accompanied by a study of the position of the Holy See in regard to the UNGP´s.

                                                               Learn more

• Defining and Addressing Community Opposition to Wind Development in 
Oaxaca
Authors: Equitable Origin
The purpose of this paper is to provide information and analysis about indigenous 
communities’ opposition to a number of wind energy projects in Oaxaca and make 
recommendations based  on the EO100™ Standard and elements of the Equitable 
Origin System to address concerns driving that opposition.

                                                                 Learn more

• Occupation, Inc. How Settlement Businesses Contribute to Israel’s 
Violations of Palestinian Rights
Author: Human Rights Watch
This report uses illustrative case studies to highlight four key areas where, in Human Rights Watch’s 
view, settlement companies contribute to and benefit from violations of international humanitarian 
and human rights law: discrimination; land confiscations and restrictions; supporting settlement 
infrastructure; and labor abuses

                                                                 Learn more

• Living with War Every Day
Author: SOMO
More and more businesses are currently operating in fragile and conflict-affected 
areas – either because they were already operating in a country when a conflict 
broke out, or because they arrived in a country that was already engaged in a 
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http://tinyurl.com/hr8xzwf
http://tinyurl.com/j4dmjtr
https://www.hrw.org/node/285045/
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conflict or during the post-conflict phase because they see opportunities for business.  This SOMO 
paper focuses on these risks and challenges, and offers recommendations on how to reduce business-
related human rights violations in conflict-affected areas

                                                                 Learn more

• Reality Check 
Author: SOMO
The aim of this paper is to explore some of the gender dimensions of multinational 
companies’ operations in fragile and conflict-affected areas by highlighting several 
issues across the extractive and agroindustry on a thematic level.

Learn more

• Access to Justice and Forum Necessitatis in Transnational Human 
Rights Litigation
Author: Maria Chiara Marullo
The paper seeks to evaluate the proposal of establishing a forum necessitatis, an exceptional mechanism 
created to prevent the growing impunity that in particular multinational corporations seem to enjoy.

Learn more

• Drowned Rights, Floating Responsibilities
Author: Swedwatch’s
Swedwatch’s 2014 reveals serious human rights risks associated with the construction a power plant 
in Colombia. The Spanish version of the Swedwatch report is being published with an update (Anexo 1 
Información actualizada) showing that the Swedish companies have taken significant steps to increase 
their awareness of the risks in Colombia and have developed new tools for evaluating customers.

Learn more
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http://tinyurl.com/jonx7tf
http://tinyurl.com/zlxnq3q
http://tinyurl.com/je3df9c
http://tinyurl.com/jplpcb4
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• Colombian National Action Plan Launched
Date: 18 December 2015
Source: Government of Colombia
The Colombian Government launched its National Action Plan on Business and Human Rights. This 
initiative aims to provide the necessary tools for companies to  develop their activities according 
to international human rights standards. 

Learn more

• Security Guards Gun Down Illegal Diamond Panner
Date: 28 December 2015
Source: News Day 
One illegal panner was allegedly shot dead, while two others were injured when security guards 
manning diamond fields in Marange opened fire at them in the early hours of Christmas. According 
to a local pressure group, Marange Development Trust (MDT), more panners were losing their lives 
or getting injured while trying to illegally enter the diamond fields.

Learn more

• Nigerian Locals Decry ‘Slow’ Shell Oil Spill Cleanup
Date: 3 January 2016
Source: Star Africa
The Edagberi community in Nigeria’s oil-rich Rivers State has decried the slow cleanup operation 
to clear the spillage at the Shell Petroleum Development Company (SPDC)’ Adibawa Oil Field.

Learn more

• The First Step in Colombia to Stop Mining Operations
Date: 5 January 2016
Source: El Espectador
On the 5th of June, citizens from the Department of Ibagué (Colombia) will probably use a 
constitutional figure to vote if they agree on the development of mining operations in their 
territory. Anglogold Ashanti is the mining company who carries on operations in the area within the 
framework of the “La Colosa” project..

Learn more

International News  
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http://tinyurl.com/j9otnr2
http://tinyurl.com/gmzlxbd
http://tinyurl.com/gsrkxfr
http://tinyurl.com/zeojqhv
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• Inter-American Court of Human Rights Opens Case Against Brazil for 
Human Rights Violations Related To Belo Monte Dam
Date: 7 January 2016
Source: AIDA AMERICAS
Four years after civil society organizations filed their original petition, the Commission opens the case, 
asking the Brazilian government to respond to allegations of human rights violations stemming from the 
hydroelectric project under construction in the Brazilian Amazon.

Learn more

• Nestlé Will be Sued for Using Child Slaves to Harvest Cocoa in The 
Ivory Coast
Date: 12 January 2016
Source: New Europe
Swiss giant, Nestle, will be sued over allegations that it used child slaves to harvest cocoa in the Ivory Coast 

in Africa. The plaintiffs allege that the companies aided and failed to prevent the torture, forced labor and 
arbitrary detention that they had suffered as child slaves.        
                        Learn more

• Continental Gold Claims that Illegal Miners Attacked Company´s 
Employees
Date: 22 January 2016
Source: La W Radio
Vice-president from Continental Gold argues that illegal miners are constantly attacking the employees from 
the company with explosives and other weapons. Additionally, the executive claims that the illegal mining 
activities are polluting the area. (Available in Spanish) 
    

 Learn more

http://tinyurl.com/j4q3vf3
http://tinyurl.com/h6c2p6h
http://tinyurl.com/j9p9ypt
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Blogs and Opinions

Article by: Hilary Matfess
Nigeria’s oil curse
Discovery of more petroleum reserves will impede regional efforts to squash Boko Haram. Nigeria’s oil 
discovery in the Lake Chad Basin highlights the urgent need for reform and greater regional cooperation to 
quell the Boko Haram insurgency.

Learn more 
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Article by: Sarah Federman
Guns Aren’t Just In Schools, They’re In Your Bananas 
This blog tackles the relation between Chiquita Brands International and weapons.

Learn more 

http://tinyurl.com/hv5tbtb
http://tinyurl.com/hv5tbtb
http://tinyurl.com/hv5tbtb
http://tinyurl.com/ha72xop
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Campaigns

Petition In Solidarity With the Afro-Ecuadorian  Ancestral Community of La 
Chiquita and the Awá Indigenous Community of Guadualito  

The members of the Afro-Ecuadorian community -La Chiquita -, and the members of the Awá Indigenous 
community - Guadualito -, call for signatures in order to join a collective appeal addressed to the 
pertinent authorities of the Ecuadorian State. The lawsuit demands that palm oil companies suspend 
their harmful practices that have led to negative consequences.

Learn more

BCHR Newsletter N 7 January 2016
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The Network will bring together researchers, practitioners and NGO members from various fields with 
the aim of researching and analysing the role of business in conflict situations reducing the human and 
people’s rights violations and any other negative social and environmental impact as well as other adverse 
consequences. It will also look at the potential role of companies in relation to peace building. 

The Network will reflect upon the causes, dynamics and consequences of business involvement in 
armed conflicts and systematic state repression, as well as upon existing or potential responses to such 
involvements in light of the responsibilities of all concerned actors and ongoing international and local 
efforts to develop and apply appropriate initiatives and guidelines. 

Visit: http://www.networkbchr.org/

About our Network
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Sharing and posting materials

We very much welcome your comments and suggestions for how the BCHR newsletter can better serve 
the network’s needs and interests as well as those of its members. We kindly invite you to share this 
newsletter with academics, NGO and practitioners that might be interested in its content.

If you are interested in contributing to future editions of the newsletter, please do not hesitate to contact 
us at  maria.prandi@networkbchr.org. 
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